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Tom Williams of Chamblee will discuss his wood 

sculptures at the November meeting of the Wood-

workersô Guild of Georgia. 

Form, Function Merge In Sculptorôs Work 
By KEN GREGG 

 Tom Williams, who lives in 

Chamblee, will present our pro-

gram on Monday, Nov. 14. Tom is 

a sculptor who works mostly in 

wood and has made a living at it 

for many years. On his website 

( h t t p : / / w w w . t w i l l i a m s-

sculptor.com), Tom says: ñIn the 

thirty plus years that I have been a 

sculptor, my fascination with form 

and function has been a constant. 

Whether Iôm doing an entrance 

door, a piece of furniture, or a 

bronze sculpture, I see them all as 

vehicles for artistic expression. I 

love to design furniture that is 

fluid, dynamic, yet highly func-

tional. It is sculpture, however, that 

allows me full expression, and that 

is able to evoke emotions from a 

broad range of viewers. Whether I 

place a sculpture in a public area in 

front of a hospital, or in a private 

home, my goal is the same ð to 

reach out to the viewer, to engage 

the senses, to create a feeling.ò 

 Tom has had photos of his 

work published in Fine Wood-

working Design Books 2 and 3, as 

(Continued on page 2) 

Chris Kônerr de-

scribes one of his 

finishing techniques 

at the Guildôs mini-

symposium in Octo-

ber. See story and 

photos on page 3. 

http://www.twilliams-sculptor.com
http://www.twilliams-sculptor.com
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The Guild Board  

The Newsletter is published monthly 
and is free to all Guild members. If 
you are interested in contributing an 
article or wish to place a want ad, 
please send it to: 
 Martha Holt, Editor 
 WWG of Georgia Newsletter  
     1813 Danforth Drive 
    Marietta, GA  30062 
You may also e-mail articles and 
want ads to  
MarthaSHolt@gmail.com. 
 
The Woodworkersô Guild of Georgia 
welcomes everyone who is inter-
ested in fine woodworking to join. 
Annual membership fee is $45, 
which can be paid at the monthly 
meeting or mailed to: 
 Woodworkersô Guild of Georgia 
 P.O. Box 80750 
 Atlanta, GA  30366 
You may also join and pay dues 
online using Pay Pal at 
www.woodworkersguildofga.org. 
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Notes  
By TOM RISOLI  

 The year is flying by and Novemberôs meeting 

will mark the halfway point for the current Board. It 

has been a fun time working with this team. I can tell 

you they have been working hard to provide the best 

programs and newsletter for our members. The Legacy 

Box Build, our community service project, is still gain-

ing momentum. If you have not yet built a Legacy Box, please consider 

getting one built (attend a hands-on build at Woodcraft or Rockler or build 

one on your own) and turn it in to Paul Fussell before the holidays. 

 Speaking of the holidays, remember to mark your calendar for the De-

cember family holiday dinner, Monday, Dec. 12. There will be a sign-up 

sheet sent around at the November meeting for volunteers to bring side 

items. Hope to see you and your show-and-tell items there! Wouldnôt it be a 

great way to end the year if all of the members with unfinished boxes from 

the Legacy Box build sessions brought their finished boxes to the holiday 

party so that we could assemble a showcase to tell the story of our partici-

pation in the Life Legacy Box Project? 

 In closing, over the next few months we will have several programs 

were we will need your help. Please consider volunteering to man the 

Woodworking Show booth and membership tables when asked.  

 Remember the Guild is only as strong as its members and your partici-

pation and input are encouraged and always welcome. 

 You may contact me at trisoli@prodigy.net or 678-513-0887. 

Tom Risoli  

Sculptor To Describe Design Process  

well as in Fine Homebuilding vol-

umes 46 and 47. See his website 

for additional publications. Tom 

earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts in 

Sculpture from the University of 

Oregon in 1972 and has been an 

instructor at the Spruill Art Center 

(Continued from page 1) in Dunwoody since 1996. 

 Tom will talk about the chal-

lenges of designing and will show 

a large sample of his work while 

sharing the sources for his ideas, 

the process he goes through, and 

how it differs for different types of 

projects. 

Gizmos Galore At Pre -Meeting  
By DOUG JENKINS 

 Just in time for that season when 

we all start spending more hours in the 

shop, the November ñMy Favorite 

Gizmoò pre-meeting is one not to 

miss. A dozen members are committed 

to show and tell about something made 

in their shops ð a favorite productiv-

ity aid or contraption to improve the 

craft. 

 Itôs all about using resources 

creatively and efficiently to perhaps 

make something not available for pur-

chase, or maybe saving a little money 

to spend on more important stuff ð 

like wood! For example, expect to see 

time- and effort-saving jigs, an auto 

part that found a new home, an ap-

proach to removing damaged screw 

heads, and maybe even a subsonic non

-scrubbing cyclone framajan. 

 Participant presentations are ten-

tatively limited to three minutes, so 

please be a few minutes early and, 

above all, don't blink. We'll begin the 

rapid fire event at Woodcraft in Ros-

well, Monday, Nov. 14 at 6:30 pm. Be 

there or be square! 
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Legacy Box 
Schedule  

 Thanks to our Patron Sponsors 

for their support of the Legacy Box 

project. All of the events listed below 

are scheduled for 6:30-8:30 pm. 

Woodcraft   

 Nov. 7, 9 

Rockler   

 Nov. 15, 17 

 Over the last several months 

we have launched our support of 

the Life Legacy Box Project. I 

canôt be the only member with 

boxes started that need to be fin-

ished. I donôt know about you, but 

I work better with a goal or a dead-

line. So, Iôm setting myself a dead-

line to get my boxes finished so 

that I can bring them to the Holiday 

Party. I challenge all of the other 

members with a box begun to get 

that box finished so that they can 

bring theirs, too. 

By KIM MUTHERSBOUGH  

 The Woodworkersô Guild of 

Georgia received a mention regard-

ing our support of the Life Legacy 

Boxes project in an article that was 

published in the Atlanta Journal 

Constitution on Aug 14. If you 

would like to check out the article, 

you can access it using the follow-

ing link: 

http: //www.ajc.com/l i festyle/

p a s s i n g- o n- t h e- m e m o r i e s-

1096795.html#.Tp26pwuJcpU.ema

il  

Challenge: Finish Legacy Boxes By Holiday Party  

Kônerr Talks Finish At Mini-Symposium  
By KEN GREGG 

 About 40 Woodworkersô 

Guild of Georgia members con-

verged on Hardwoods, Inc. in Ma-

bleton on Oct. 22 for a presentation 

by Guild member Chris K'nerr. 

Chris makes and restores rifles. His 

website is riflerestorer.com. 

 Chris talked about wood fin-

ishing, using his gun stocks as an 

example. Finishes are a form of 

paint, he pointed out, but without 

the pigment. Lacquers, which are 

made of polar molecules, form 

ñropeyò polymers as the solvent 

dries.  

 Oils, such as tung oil and lin-

seed oil, are neutral molecules 

which oxidize to form snowflake-

like plates. These are stronger than 

lacquer finishes. Examples of oil 

finishes which Chris favors are 

Waterlox (tung oil base) and Birch-

wood-Casey TruOil Gunstock Fin-

ish (linseed oil base). Chris always 

uses a shellac base under these fin-

ishes for humidity control and to 

fill grain.  

 Chris demonstrated a process 

to oxidize the wood with nitric acid 

and heat from a propane torch be-

fore applying any finish. This tech-

nique enhances the contrast be-

tween the hard and soft parts of 

wood grain. Following this, Chris 

usually applies several colors of 

alcohol-based stain, starting with 

the lightest, and sanding lightly in 

between coats with 220 grit paper. 

After the first stain he sanded with 

medium pressure. He used very 

light pressure between the second 

and third stain colors. His goal was 

to enable the stain to penetrate dif-

ferently depending on the grain 

densities. Chris sands each layer of 

shellac and other finish lightly be-

fore adding the next.  
 Many layers of finish, along with 

the staining process, produce a surface 

which fools the eye ð making the 

wood appear to have a lot of depth. 

Chris also said that he was experiment-

ing with water-based polyurethane 

varnish. 

 A final step in the finishing is 

rubbing out the surface with an abra-

sive material. He used Brownell's 

stock rubbing compound, but wax-free 

auto rubbing compound can also be 

used. Use the kind which is for remov-

ing oxidized paint. Apply wax after the 

rub-out. You may contact Chris at 

Cknerr@riflerestorer.com. 

 Members also enjoyed shopping 

at Hardwoods, Inc. at the special prices 

which were available that morning. 

Thanks to Hardwoods, Inc. for provid-

ing hamburgers and hot dogs with all 

the fixinôs for lunch. Drawings were 

held for prizes donated by Rockler, 

Woodcraft, and Hardwoods, Inc. 

Chris shows how to repair stock  

Mini -Symposium crowd  gets ready to enjoy lunch at Hardwoods, Inc.  

http://www.ajc.com/lifestyle/passing-on-the-memories-1096795.html#.Tp26pwuJcpU.email
http://www.ajc.com/lifestyle/passing-on-the-memories-1096795.html#.Tp26pwuJcpU.email
http://www.ajc.com/lifestyle/passing-on-the-memories-1096795.html#.Tp26pwuJcpU.email
http://www.ajc.com/lifestyle/passing-on-the-memories-1096795.html#.Tp26pwuJcpU.email

