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Guild Dues Notice 
Woodworkersô Guild of Georgia 
dues of $45 for the 2012 calendar 
year are due. They can be paid by 
check or online via PayPal. New 
members who joined after July 1, 
2011, are paid through Dec. 31, 
2012.  

Finally A 
Finial!  

By DOUG JENKINS 
  At the February pre-
meeting, period furniture 

maker Jim Milam will 
discuss and demonstrate 

how to make a finial. 
 How did artisans of 
yesteryear make the spec-

tacular decorative twist 
finials often found on the 
elaborate grandfather 

clocks and highboys? Jim 
will show us a fundamen-

tal approach used to pro-
duce such flamboyant 
furniture elements. This 

technique can be used to 
carve spirals in any wood 
project, be it a finial or 

twisted table leg. 
Flamboyant finial finishes furniture  

Gary Faderôs clock hangs in his entry hall 

Clock Requires Precision  
 Gary Fader will display and discuss his Clayton Boyer designed 

Tempo wooden clock at the February main meeting of the Woodwork-

ersô Guild of Georgia. The meeting will be held Monday, Feb. 13, at 

7:30 pm at Woodcraft in Roswell. A pre-meeting on making a finial 

(see below) will begin at 6:30 pm. Directions are on the last page of 

this newsletter. 

 Gary has been keenly interested in watches and clocks for many 

years. He ordered a plan offered by Clayton Boyer (http://

www.lisaboyer.com/Claytonsite/Claytonsite1.htm) and started con-

struction. 

 The clock is unlike so many other wooden units in that compo-

nents were initially machined without aid of precision indexing. 

Placement, cutting, and shaping were critically important in making 

the clock function properly. Getting the various gear sets to mesh in-

volved careful ñroughò cutting, and then shaping, sanding, and testing. 

(Continued on page 4) 

http://www.lisaboyer.com/Claytonsite/Claytonsite1.htm
http://www.lisaboyer.com/Claytonsite/Claytonsite1.htm
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The Guild Board  

The Newsletter is published monthly 
and is free to all Guild members. If 
you are interested in contributing an 
article or wish to place a want ad, 
please send it to: 
 Martha Holt, Editor 
 WWG of Georgia Newsletter  
     1813 Danforth Drive 
    Marietta, GA  30062 
You may also e-mail articles and 
want ads to  
MarthaSHolt@gmail.com. 
 
The Woodworkersô Guild of Georgia 
welcomes everyone who is inter-
ested in fine woodworking to join. 
Annual membership fee is $45, 
which can be paid at the monthly 
meeting or mailed to: 
 Woodworkersô Guild of Georgia 
 P.O. Box 80750 
 Atlanta, GA  30366 
You may also join and pay dues 
online using Pay Pal at 
www.woodworkersguildofga.org. 
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Presidentôs 
Notes  
By TOM RISOLI  

 The January meeting was well attended and, based on 

the number of members that stayed around after the meeting 

talking with speakers, I would say they found the presenta-

tion informative. Remember if you would like to see a par-

ticular presentation or presenter in the future please contact 

Doug or Ken, your program directors, with your request.  

 The February meeting will be the last regular Monday meeting before our 

Guildôs yearly business meeting in May. We need a few new volunteers to sit on 

the next Board in order for the Guild to continue in the future. If you are interested 

in volunteering or have questions please feel free to contact me or speak to another 

Board member. 

 A few reminders ï in January all 2012 Guild Membership dues were due. If 

you owe dues for 2012 and have not yet paid, please do so at the February meeting 

or via the Guildôs website. This will help us start the budget planning process for 

the next Board of Directors. 

 The deadline for the 2012 Woodworkersô Symposium early registration is 

Feb. 15; after that the symposium fee increases by $20. Seating is limited so book 

your seat soon. Another article contains more symposium information. 

 We need volunteers to man our booth at the Woodworking Show, March 9-

11. Please contact Herman Clark, your Woodworking Show director, if you can 

volunteer. I hope everyone is working on their project(s) to display at the show. 

 In closing, the Guild is only as strong as its members and your participation 

and input are encouraged and always welcome. Please contact me if you are inter-

ested in volunteering in any way. 

 Please note that we now have a new E-mail address to contact your current 

WWG president: president@woodworkersguildofga.org  

Tom Risoli  

Guild Launches Skill Building Mentor Program  
By PAUL FUSSELL 

 The mentoring program for Guild members was launched at the January 

meeting. The plan is for each mentor to have no more than five members to men-

tor. Anyone wanting to sign up to work with a mentor, or to be a mentor, can email 

Paul Fussell (www.theinnovativewood.com) with their information and which 

mentor they would like to learn under. Below are the sign-ups for the mentoring 

program from Januaryôs meeting, and the specialties of the mentors who have vol-

unteered so far.   

 Thanks to all of our volunteer mentors, particularly Susie and Herman who 

signed up on Monday night. Paul would like to add some mentors on the Southside 

and Westside areas if possible. That would round out the entire city. 

Mentor/Area  No.  Specialties  

Paul Fussell/Gwinnett-Forsyth 3 General Woodworking/Handwork 

Jim Milam/Atlanta-Buckhead 2 Reproduction Work/Handwork 

Ken Kline/West Cobb-Acworth 1 Stringing/Inlay/Marquetry/

Handwork 

Ken Slaughter/Canton-Woodstock 1 Routers/Incra Jig/Box-Making 

Chris Kônerr/West Cobb-Acworth 1 Finishing/Hand Tools/General 

Susie Tindell/Atlanta NA General Woodworking 

Herman Clark/Jasper-N. Georgia NA General Woodworking 
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By TOM RISOLI  

 This yearôs Spring woodworking 

symposium is scheduled for March 16-

18 at Woodcraft. Seating will be lim-

ited so book your reservation soon. For 

more detailed information check out 

the symposium brochure on the Guild 

website.  

 We will have renowned wood-

worker Will Neptune as our presenter. 

Will worked in the Boston area as a 

woodworker for many years after 

graduating from the North Bennet 

Street School. He then returned to 

Symposium To Explore Construction Methods  
North Bennet Street to be an instruc-

tor, where he found that teaching 

forced him to think more clearly about 

the process of woodworking and build-

ing furniture.  

 After teaching full time for 15 

years, he left to spend more time in his 

own shop. Fine Woodworking Maga-

zine has published a number of Willôs 

articles about construction techniques.  

 Throughout the Symposium-

weekend, attendees will have ample 

time with Will to discuss basic wood-

working and joinery resulting in an 

informative lecture for all skill levels.  

 Donôt forget Willôs free slide 

program Friday night at 6:30pm where 

he will show some of his work. This 

would be a good opportunity to meet 

Will in an informal setting, whether or 

not you will be attending the sympo-

sium. 

The Program:  
 In this symposium, Will will 

build a series of mock ups to show 

construction systems for tables and 

case pieces. These table and casework 

details are easily transferred to other 

(non-furniture) projects and will en-

hance the skills of all beginning and 

seasoned woodworkers alike. The im-

portant connection among the designs, 

tools, and methods of work will be 

emphasized.  

 The great advantage of learning 

construction methods this way is that 

you see the underlying order hiding 

beneath a wide range of styles and 

form.  

Day one  - March 17 
 Starting with a small table made 

from four legs and four rails, drawer 

openings will be added. Issues of 

wood movement, joinery design, and 

efficient construction will be consid-

ered. Adding details such as cabriole 

legs, drop leaf supports, and curved 

drawer fronts will be covered, adapting 

the basic joinery to allow for these 

elements. The final mock ups will 

show how to strengthen the construc-

tion as the table gets larger, with extra 

drawers side by side.  

Day two  - March 18 
 The second day is devoted to 

case construction, again using mock-

ups to show common situations. Fram-

ing drawer openings with dividers and 

partitions will be explained, starting 

with the basic stepped dovetail. Proce-

dures for half blind and through dove-

tails, full tails and dovetails with cock-

beaded dividers will be compared. 

Other construction topics, such as 

shelves and curved fronts, will be 

shown as adaptations of the divider 

problems. Finally, Will demonstrates 

methods for adding moldings, base 

frames and feet.  

 Expect an enjoyable weekend of 

woodworking and an exceptional op-

portunity to enhance your understand-

ing of power and hand tool skills.  
Symposium attendees will learn to integrate construction methods  
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 Garyôs unique showpiece hangs 

in his entry hall. It is wound daily by 

raising the drive weight, has a very 

audible tick-tock, and keeps nearly 

perfect time. 

 Gary Faderôs interest in wood-

working began in junior high school 

shop class. A career in nuclear power 

plant engineering preempted wood-

working for many years. However, 

upon approaching retirement, he fin-

ished a woodworking shop and he now 

has quite a photo collection of the fur-

niture, gifts, and toys he has presented 

to grandchildren and other family 

members. Since joining the Guild in 

2010, Gary has won ribbons at the 

both the December 2010 and 2011 

holiday events. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Invite Friends To April Mini -Symposium  
By KEN GREGG 

 Mark your calendar for the morning of Saturday, April 21. The Woodwork-

ersô Guild of Georgia is planning an introduction to basic woodworking skills at 

Peach State Lumber Company in Kennesaw.  

 The purpose of the event is to expose novice woodworkers to basic skills 

and to build confidence. The plan is for participants to move through 

six demonstration stations to observe and understand these important skills as 

used in the construction of a simple box.  

 The event will begin at 8:30 am and will end at 12 noon, followed by a lunch 

provided by Peach State Lumber. This program will open to the public and mem-

bers are encouraged to invite any interested friends and family members to this no

-charge event. 

By KEN GREGG 

 On January 9, Marion Smith 

presented a pre-program on French 

polishing. He succeeded in taking a 

lot of the mystery out of producing 

this beautiful shellac finish which 

is found on American period furni-

ture. 

 Not surprisingly, preparation 

is more than half the job. First, the 

surface has to be cleaned and 

sanded or scraped, with no flaws 

visible. Flaws, like holes, must be 

filled with shellac sticks or fine 

saw dust mixed with hot hide glue.  

 Woods like walnut and ma-

hogany must then have their grain 

filled with either 4F pumice and 

thin shellac or a commercial grain 

filler. He demonstrated how to do 

both and recommended the com-

mercial filler for beginners. After 

filling pores, sand with 220 grit, 

Wooden Clock  

French Polishing Discussed  
clean dust off, and wipe on a very 

thin coat of refined linseed oil (art 

stores). 

 Next, Marion does the initial 

build of finish, using a foam brush 

to apply about 6 coats of shellac (3 

to 4 lb cut). It is important to use 

US made foam brushes to avoid fat 

edges and ridges. After drying, 

sand with 220 around a felt block 

and then again with 220 around a 

hard block. Dust off, and continue 

the build with 6 more coats of shel-

lac, followed by 320 grit sanding. 

 The next step is to apply the 

polish using a rubber made from 

surgical gauze folded inside 

smooth cotton cloth. He charges 

the rubber by adding shellac (2 lb - 

1 1/2 lb cut) to the inside gauze. 

The cotton cloth is then folded over 

the gauze. The shellac is applied to 

the piece in continuous strokes 

across the entire surface with each 

pass overlapping the previous 

stroke.   

 He continues doing this over 

the entire surface while occasion-

ally squirting alcohol onto the out-

side of the rubber, diluting the shel-

lac each time (ñspiriting offò). 

Marion cautioned that you should 

be careful not to get so much alco-

hol on the rubber that you dissolve 

the previous coats (called burning 

the finish). 

 Finally he described how to 

polish the polish with pumice and 

with rottenstone. For those who 

want to learn this technique, 

Marion recommends the book 

Complete Woodfinishing: Revised 

Edition by Ian Hosker. 

Patience is a key part of success  

Marion Smith shows 

the array of products 

needed to produce a 

fine French polish fin-

ish. As with a lot of 

woodworking, prepara-

tion is more than half 

the job. 
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 The Woodworking Show will 

be March 9-11 at the North Atlanta 

Trade Center (same location as last 

year). The Guild will have a booth 

again this year and we need two 

things to fill that booth.  

 First of all we need membersô 

projects that show the public what 

the Guild is about, and what our 

members are capable of doing.   

By DOUG JENKINS 

 At the January meeting of the 

Woodworkersô Guild of Georgia, be-

fore one of the biggest crowds in re-

cent memory (63), Jay Stallman dis-

played and discussed his tilt-top 

American piecrust tea table reproduc-

tion, one of the most desirable and 

elegant pieces of 18th century design.   

 Finely carved throughout, the 

piece demands the skills of furniture 

maker, turner, and carver. While an-

swering questions from members, Jay 

discussed hurdles encountered along 

the way and displayed some templates 

and jigs used to create the piece. 

 He referred to the book, Classic 

Carved Furniture: Making a Piecrust 

Tea Table : A Step-By-Step Guide to 

Creating an American Classic, by 

Tom Heller and Ron Clarkson. 

 Much of the carved design on the 

piece is raised, requiring the wasting 

of background material. This was true 

of the top which has a raised scalloped 

edge. Jay described the routing tech-

nique used to excavate all but a small 

ring around the edge. A raised figure 

on the column also required significant 

wasting of the background material. 

 At the band saw, Jay demon-

strated a bridge technique to stabilize 

cabriole legs during cutting. He dem-

onstrated how he shapes and smoothes 

a leg with chisel, rasp, file, and 

scraper. Jay then discussed and dem-

onstrated carving a ball and claw foot, 

step by step. He removed a lot of the 

mystery and made it look almost at-

temptable! 

Jay B. Stallman, M.D., F.A.C.S., a board-

certified ophthalmologist, is a vitreoretinal 
specialist with Georgia Retina, P.C.  He is 

a member of the Society of American Pe-

riod Furniture Makers. 

 Secondly we need member vol-

unteers to staff the booth during the 

show. Staffing the booth is wearing 

your nametag, welcoming the public, 

and answering any questions that they 

might have about the Guild or the 

woodworking projects on display. 

Booth volunteers have historically 

received complimentary admission to 

the Woodworking Show on the day 

Woodworking Show Needs Volunteers   

Piecrust Table A Piece Of Cake For Stallman  

that they volunteer to staff the 

booth. 

 Another opportunity to sign up 

as a volunteer will be forthcoming at 

the February meeting. If you have a 

need for information prior to that 

time, or cannot make the meeting 

and would like to volunteer, you can 

contact Herman Clark at 706-273-

4059.  

The carved top of the table  pivots to 

reveal a ñbirdcageò atop the pedes-

tal. The table features traditional ball 

and claw feet.  


